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bo flilleth the noiſe of the ſeas, the noiſe of their 
waves, and the tumult of the People. 


OR, | 
Who flilleth the raging of the ſea, the noiſe of its 
waves, and the madneſs of the People. 


: . 4 
b — — 
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T is Part of a Deſcription: of God's amazing 
Power, which diſplays itſelf, as conſpicuouſly, 
in the Preſervation of his Creatures, as it did 
in the firſt Production of them. „ 

What is moſt particularly obſervable in it, is, That A; 
popular Tumult, or: the Madneſs, as it is call'd, of 
the People, is compared to the Roaring and Rage * 
the Sea: and the Suppreſſion of the one is plac'd 4 

amongſt the great Efforts and Evidences of the 6 | 
Divine Power, as well as the Regulation of the 
other. 1 55 
This manner of comparing the tumultuous Ri- 
ſing of the People to the Noiſe and Violence of te Þ 
Sea, is a favourite Alluſion of the Pſalmiſt, which = 

has alfo ſtruck the Imagination: of other Pro- * "4 
phets; and has not paſs'd unobſerv'd by ſome of 
the moſt eminent among the Heathen Poets. 

A 2 | The: 
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The Plalmiſt ſcarce ever mentions the Factions 
and Bebellions, with which the Jewiſh Govern- 
ment was frequently diſturbed, without confider- 
* them in this light. | 
Have me, O God, ſays he, for the waters are come 
1 18 unto my ſoul : I am come into deep waters, where 
tbe floods overflow me : which he explains, himſelf, 
| by ſaying, that They who hate him are more than the 
4 bairs of bis head ; they: who would deflroy him yy 
af fully, being his enemies, were mighty. 

In another Place, he thanks God for having drawn 
him out of many waters; in having deliver'd him 
from his firong enemy, and from them. who hated 
him, who, he confeſſes, were too ftrong for him. 

There ſeems to me to be ſo ſtriking a Reſem- 
blance between theſe two great Objects, even from 
their firſt almoſt imperceptible Motions, to the 
more viſible and more terrible Efforts of their laſt 
Workings, that I ſhall purſue the Similitude, the 
Propriety of which will open itſelf, gradually, in 
theſe particular Circumſtances, 

The Inſtability of the People, or its Diſpoſition 
to be Sg put in Motion, The Violence and 

xe ity of its Progreſs, when it is once mov'd, 
the indiſcriminate Ruin in which it involves 
every thing that oppoſes it. 
In the Proſecution of which Parallel we may be 
able to diſcover, as in a rude Draught, the Origi- 
nal and Progreſs of our late Commotions: For the 


happy 
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happy Concluſion of which I ſhall, afterwards, di- 
rect your Thoughts, as, indeed, the Occaſion and 
the Subject will naturally lead them, 20 him who 
flilleth the raging of the ſea, the noiſe of its waves, 
and the madneſs of the peopllwu. 
I. The Body of the People, like the Body'of Wa- 
ters, is never abſolutely at reſt; and when it is moſt 
ſo, it is always diſpos'd to become otherwiſe. The 
Deſcription given by the Prophet of one Man's Ir- 
reſolution is equally applicable to Mankind in ge- 
neral, That they are unſtable as water. That 
they are, (as the Idea is carried on by the A- 
poſtle) lite a wave of the ſea, driven by the wind and 
70% d. Every Breath, every Whiſper moves them. 
The principal Winds, by which theſe Waters are 
mov'd, are Diſſatisfactions with public Meaſures: 
Diſtreſs, or Affluence, in private Fortunes; aſſiſted 
by a blind religious Zeal in ſome, actuated by 
Views of Envy and Ambition in others. 
1. Diſſatisfactions with Meaſures of Government 
are moſt eaſily conceiv d; and, when they begin 
to operate, are extremely productive of thoſe Mur- 
murs and Rumours amongſt the People, whith are 
the Forerunners of Troubles, and ſure Signs of ap- 
proaching Tempeſts in the State. | 
There is no Form of Government ſo excellent 
in its. Conſtitution, but that ſome Exception may 
lie againſt it; nor was there ever any Adminiſtra- 
tion of Government ſo juſt and prudent as to be ha- 
| ble 
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ble to no Objection. The Deſigns and Actions of 
Men are naturally and eſſentially imperfect: The 
Rules and Meaſures of the beſt inſtituted and beſt 
adminiſter'd Government in the World, muſt be di- 
rected by the Proſpect of general Good, and can 
never reach the partial Exigencies of every Indi- 
vidual. In the national and momentous Concern 
of Peace and War (whatever be the real Intereſt 


of a Country) the particular Intereſts of Multitudes 


muſt lean different ways; and therefore, let the 
Determination be to which Side it will (and to 
one it muſt always be) it can never give an equal 
Satisfaction to all. | 

Tis the Caſe in God's own Government of the 
Earth. The Rains, which are the Deſire of the Hus- 
bandman, are diſagreeable to the Traveller: The 


ſame Seaſon blaſts the Hope of the higher Lands, 


which makes the Vallies ſtand ſo thick with Corn 
that they laugh and ſing; and, perhaps, that Wind 
may keep my Veſſel in the Port, which is carry- 
ing yours to the Haven where it would be. 

Hence have always riſen, and do ſtill riſe, daily 
Repinings and Complaints againſt the-Government 
of God himſelf; do we wonder, then, that they 
are not leſs frequent in the Kingdoms of Men | 


There is a conſtant; Mutability in Men, (and 
ſome have not ſcrupled to fix the Charge. particu- 


larly on our own Nation, ) a Tendency to try any 
State, but that they are in; to prefer any Condition 


to 


Collegiate-Chapel at ET ON. 7 


to the preſent. We are apt to draw an invidious 
Compariſon between the preſent and paſt Times ; 
to multiply the Difficulties of one, and to magnify 
the Feli city of the other. Every preſent Inconve- 
nience is augmented by our Senſation, every paſt 
one diminiſh'd in the Recollection. 

When we turn our Thoughts to the preſent Time, 
we are like Perſons making a long Journey through 
a rich and fruitful Country, where the Beauty of 
the Proſpect is abated by the Tediouſneſs of the Way: 
When we turn our Eye back to paſs d Days, we are 
like Perſons taking a diſtant View of ſome rich 
Vale through which they have gone, Where the 
Beauty of the Country takes ſuch entire Poſſeſſion 
of the Mind, that we forget the Difficulty of the 
Road and the Fatigue of the Journey. 

We do not, in general, diſtinguiſh juſtly, between 
thoſe Defects which flow from want of Honeſty or 
Ability in Governors, and thoſe which reſult imme- 
diately from the Eſſence of Government; and every 
Diſſatisfaction, of what Nature fron how un- 
juſtly ſoever conceiv'd, has an equal Tendency to 
unſettle the Minds of the People, and to excite 
Commotions in the State. 

2. But beſides this Diſpoſition to Motion in the 
People, they are farther ſubject to be mov'd either 
by affluent, or by deſperate, Circumſtances in their 
private Fortunes. It ſhould ſeem ſtrange that two 
fo directly oppoſite Cauſes ſhould concur in pro- 

ducing 
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ducing the ſame bad Effect : But ſo it does happen, 


that the very Proſperity of thoſe who miſtake the 


Uſe of it, inſtead of begetting in their Minds that 
Content and Thankfulneſs which one ſhould ex- 


pect as its moſt natural Conſequence, is apt to 


cxcite in them thoſe turbulent and unruly Paſſions, 
from whence, Experience confirms the Declaration 
of an Apoſtle that, Wars and Fightings amongſt 
us are ſure to come. 

And perhaps there are few Temptations ſtronger 
than that which ariſes from the Hope of recovering 


- an overthrown Eſtate. This flattering Expectation 


has drawn Men, of, otherwiſe, not, remarkably, 


evil Principles, into deſperate Attempts, both againſt 


private Families and public Communities. It is but 
too natural, and too common, for Perſons whoſe 
Fortunes have been ſhipwreck'd, even by their own 
Indolence and Folly, to engage themſelves in any 
Deſigns, how wicked ſoever, to retrieve them. 
When they are reduc'd to want they curſe God 
and the King ; Religion, as well as Loyalty, is be- 


come an empty Word with them. 


Much more likely is it where the Eſtates of Fa- 
milies have been forteited to the Society for Practices 
againſt the State. In this there is a ſort of con- 
ceived Right of Inheritance, and an inſatiable Thirſt 


of Revenge againſt thoſe States, by which the Per- 


ſons have been, in reality, hurt, in imagination, 
injur'd, ia their Honours and Fortunes. 


Nothing 
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Nothing therefore can more eaſily put the Peo- 
ple in motion than ſuch a Hope. i; 

3. It muſt be confeſs d with regret, ſince it can- 
not be deny'd with Truth, that the ſacred Name 
of Religion, which one might have hoped would 
have contributed to allay theſe Troubles, has, but 
too frequently, conſpir'd to foment them. 

I know nothing that has, nothing that ought 
to have a greater Influence upon truly rational 
Minds, than a Regard to true Religion ; and no- 
thing, in general, has a greater Influence upon 
weak Minds than falſe Pretences to it. When Men 
once begin to fancy God himſelf to be become an 
Acceflary and Party to their Proceedings, (though 
they be ſuch as are unworthy of the Nature, and in- 
conſiſtent with the Declarations of God) there is no- 
thing they will ſtick at to advance their Pretenſions. 

This has often been the Caſe, and I fear will 
always be fo, with reſpect to moſt Perſuaſions of 
Religion ; but, particularly, to that One, the Head 
of which is exalted above every thing that is called 
| God: Who does not only call down Fire from 
Heaven upon the Head of every one who diſſents 
from him here ; but, with an impious Arrogance, 
aſſumes the peculiar Prerogative of the Deity, and 
diſtributes his Vengeance through the other World. 
4. The Diſcontents which ariſe from theſe dif- 
ferent Cauſes, are excellent Inſtruments in the 
Hands of factious and ambitious Men, who, "_ 
| B er 
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der the Profeſſion of ſeeking public Intereſt, are 
better able to promote, while they conceal, their 
OWN. f 
There is one fatal Defect in all Governments ; 
&« That every Man cannot poſſibly be at the Head 
of any.” This, as it is the real Motive to Faction, 
ſo the unavoidable Inconveniences, and doubtful 
Queſtions, incident to Government, throw a better 
Colour on it. 
The Body of Mankind are not yet ſo thoroughly 
corrupted as to run wilfully into Meaſures deſtruc- 
tive of the State, if they could diſcern the Conſe- 
quences of them through the Beginnings. It is the 
pretended Love of their Country that muſt delude 
Men into thoſe Steps which tend to its Deſtruc- 
tion. This Pretence is of double Service, to skreen 
the Seditious, and to confound the Honeſt, It is 
with a People as with a private Perſon, an appa- 
rent Concern for their Welfare is one of the ſureſt 
Methods to give them a mortal Wound. 

What Pity is it that, when the very Ap- 
pearance of public Virtue is ſo engaging, there 
ſhould be fo little of the Reality | What a laudable 
Jealouſy has been excited in a People againſt Par- 
tialities to a foreign Nation] What a generous In- 
dignation againſt all who durſt allow themſelves 
to accept of any Advantages in the Service of their 
Country! Where are they now? Surely not en- 
tirely loſt, No, they ſtill breathe in the memo- 


rable 
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rable Orations of thoſe whoſe ſtubborn Virtue hel 
out while the Cauſe of it ſubſiſted, and was only 
to be overcome by the irreſiſtible Force of that 
Power and Place which they had the Diſintereſted- 
neſs to abhor, till they had the Opportunity to 
acquire. 

In the mean time the People were mov'd by 
theſe ſpecious Pretences of Grievance; the poi- 
ſonous Diſcontent had operated too far to be ſup- 
preſs d, and the Multitude were prepared for Con- 

fuſion, while their Leaders ſat at eaſe under the 
Shadow of that Government which it had been 
the unwearied Buſineſs of their Lives to diſtreſs. 

By every one of theſe Means, taken ſingly, you Y 
ſee the People may moſt eaſily be put into Mo- 
tion; but when they all conſpire together, as in 
our late Troubles they ſeem to have done, how 
violently, how precipitately muſt they be mov'd! - 

When to the conſtant Mutability of our Na- 

ture, perhaps of our Climate, is added the Reſt- 
leſsneſs that ariſes from Plenty and Satiety, as well 
as from Poverty and Want: When Religion incites 
Men to ſuch Meaſures as ſhould only be expected 
from the Want of it: When even the honeſt and 
well-meaning are involv'd in the pretended Zeal 
of the factious and ambitious ; It is eaſy to conceive 
what Commotions theſe Circumſtances may raiſe in 
a People, and to what Height choſe Commotions 
may riſe, 


* 1 
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A very ſuperficial View of human Nature may 
ſerve to convince us, that any one Paſhon adds 
Wings to a Man in the Progreſs he makes towards 
accompliſhing his End. It is natural therefore to 
ſuppoſe, that when all theſe different and even 
contradictory Impulſes to Action, like ſo many 
boiſtrous and contrary Winds, have raiſed the Fer- 
ment in a People, it muſt be like the troubled 


ſea when it cannot reſt. 


And the Fact agrees with this- een For, 
an inconſiderable Party of Men, which had landed, 
in the remoteſt Corner of our Iſland, were, in an 
Inſtant, increaſed to that Degree, by the Multi- 
tudes which flowed down upon them from the 
Mountains; that they overpowered one Body of 
our Forces; bore down, like a Torrent, upon our 
Country; pierced into the very Heart of the King- 
dom; ſpread Terror and Conſternation into the 
Metropolis itſelf; and, If the Lord himſelf had 
not been on or fide : If the Lord himſelf had not been 
on our fide : when they roſe up thus againſt us, muſt 
have ſwallowed us up quick, when their wrath was 


kindled againſt us. Then the waters had overwhelm'd 


us, and the flream had gone over our ſoul. Then the 
proud waters had, indeed, gone over our ſoul. 


It was then, to continue the figurative Expreſ- 
hon of the Pfalmiſt, that 2he foods lift up their 
voice, the floods lift up their waves. Then it was 
that the Overflowings of Violence made Men afraid, 
when 
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when every Age and Sex, and Condition and De- 
gree of Men. were equally liable to be overwhelmed 
in the general Confufhon. Then it was that mens 
hearts began to fail them for fear, Some appre- 
henſive for the Hazard of Religion and Liberty; 
others for the Loſs of Honours and of Fortunes ; 
many for their Friends, moſt for their Children, 
all for themſelves. 

When every Man's Will was his Law, to diſpute 
any thing was to run the riſque of all. Then was 
every thing to be dreaded that armed Malice could 
inflict, or defenceleſs Innocence endure. 

I. And this might have been, muſt inevitably 
have been our Caſe; if the Almighty, who alone 
can govern the rage of the ſea, and the madneſs of 
the people, had not providentially prefcribed the fame 
Rule to one, which he has, naturally, preſcribed 
to the other; Thus far ſhalt thou go, and no farther ; 
and here ſhall thy proud waves be ftayed. 

I am ſenſible that we are too apt to preſs the 
immediate Aid of Heaven to unravel the flighteſt 
Intricacies in the Affairs of Men; and that every 
Kingdom in its turn, whether oppreſſing or op- 
preſſed, has laid equal Claim to the peculiar Pro- 
tection of the Lord of Hoſts. | 

But if there can be a Circumſtance in which 
the. direct Interpoſition of ſupernatural Aſſiſtance 
be more apparently neceſſary, and, therefore, more 
reaſonably to be expected; the imminent De- 

ſtruction 
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ſtruction of an undeſigning State, from the inhu- 
man Devices of a ſubtle Adverſary, ſeems to me 
to be as probable a one as any other. 

One may, I think, retain thus much, at leaſt, 
of Jewiſh Polity, without infringing hs common 
Rights of the other Nations, to imagine that God 


| himſelf would evidently (if not viſibly ) interpoſe 


to preſerve, I dare not ſay a favorite, an honeſt 
I would ſay, though, I grant, a deluded People, 
from the pernicious Effects of hoſtile Deſigns, from 
the fatal Conſequences of their own Deluſions, 
even with a mighty Hand and with a ſtretch'd- 
out Arm. 

And indeed there is ſomething ſo remarkable 
in the Circumſtances of this Event, as ſeems to 


confirm that Opinion. 


To ſay nothing of thoſe providential Gales 
which have, ſo often, even againſt the Courle of 
the Seaſon, conſpir'd to fave us; and which did 


now, ſo opportunely, waft over our Forces, when 
we werealmoſt deſtitute of all Defence. 


To fay nothing off that heaven-infus'd Infatu- 
ation into the Enemy, which prevented their preſ- 
ſing forward, after their firſt Succeſſes had rais'd 
— Spirits of their own Party, and depreſs d thoſe 
of Ours. 

Was there ever an Incident more happy for us? 
Was there ever one that we had leſs reaſon to ex- 


pect | than their precipitate Retreat, when they were 
within 
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within a few Marches of the City? when the Pro- 
greſs they had already made, increas d their Deſire; 
as it opened to them the Proſpect of advancing 
farther; when, in the Inſolence of their Succeſs, 
they were breathing Vengeance (as the Eg yprians 
once againſt the Children of 1/rae!) I will divide 
the ſpoil, my luſt ſhall be ſatisfy d upon them; I 
will draw my ſword, my hand ſhall deſtroy them. 
When, by only evading the King's Troops, (in 
which their chief Art conſiſted) they might have 
been received with open Arms by Thouſands, 
who wiſh'd and pray'd for their coming. When 
we conſider as well the natural Expedition of 
Miſchief, as the peculiar ſwif7ne/s of their feet 
to ſhed blood, we may be ſenſible how little Time 
it requir'd to have ſecured themſelves by the moſt 
valuable Hoſtages; to have maſlacred Millions; to 
have glutred themſelves with Rapine and Revenge; 
to have increas'd their Force in the common Con- 
fuſion, and to have made this Kingdom one Scene 
of Blood. | | 
I fee nothing in all this that was not then poſ- 
fible, that we did not at that time apprehend to be 
ſo; eſpecially if they had been favour d by the 
Deſcent ſo long promis d and expected from a- 
broad; the Juncture, if ever any was, to diſtract 
our Arms, and to divide the Kingdom, when our 
Fear of the Danger precluded the neceſſary * 
or 
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for our Safety, as prepoſterouſly as our Contempt 
of it had done in the beginning. 
And that, in this Criſis, the moſt important to 
theſe Nations, they ſhould be ſent back, in an 
Inſtant, by the way, by which they came, to pub- 
liſh their Shame, where they had proclaimed their 
Triumph, in a Flight as ignominious as their Ad- 
vances had been amazing ; was ſure, if ever any 
other Event of this kind was fo, ſtrictly and pro- 
perly the Lord's doing, and ought to be moſt won- 
derful in our eyes. 

It is far from my Intention to aggravate any 
thing, nor would I recal your Fears any farther 
than may be neceſſary to make you more ſenſible 
of the Bleſſing of being deliver'd from them. 
But let our Gratitude keep Pace with our Ob- 
ligations; let our preſent Joy correſpond with our 
paſt Fear; and let our Thanksgiving for our De- 
liverance be, at leaſt, as fervent as our Wiſhes have 
been, as our Prayers, to be deliver de. 
I ſhall however mention an Incident or two 
which, I think, add a greater Value to this Bleſ- 
ſing; and guard you againſt ſome Errors, which, 
I hope, will not be intermix'd with our Thankſ- 
giving. 88 | | 
1. The wiſe and kind Protector of us All, who 
is equally wiſe, equally kind, in what he beſtows, 
and what he withholds from us, has, in my Opi- 


nion, 
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nion, magnify'd his Mercy towards us, in ſuſpend- 
ing ſo long the Certainty of our Deliverance. | 
For, in keeping our Minds fo long balanc'd, 
as it were, between Hope and Fear; nay, in per- 
mitting our Fears, by the firſt Succeſſes of the 


Enemy, to become ſo great and general, he did, at 


the ſame time, augment the Senſe of our Danger, 
and of our Preſervation, and made our Victory 
more dear to us from the ſtronger Apprehen- 
ſions we had of our Deſtruction. But this is 
«not all. 8 
2. The firſt Succeſſes of the Enemy, as they gave 
Encouragement to moſt of the Favourers of that 
Party to make ſome Effort in its Support; ſo by 
giving them an Opportunity to collect their 
Strength, they have made their Deſtruction 
more general, and eſtabliſh'd more effectually 
our Deliverance. TY | 
3. I might add too, in Juſtice, I think, I ought 
to add, that the reſerving the Concluſion of this 
dreadful Scene to the Son of our Sovereign (whoſe 
Name alone was able to counterwork the Panic 
which had been artfully inſtill'd into our Forces) 
has demonſtrated to all the World the Attach- 
ment of the Soldiery and the Worth of the Ge- 
neral. A General, who has perform'd the greateſt 
Actions in fact, at a time of Life when others are on- 
ly admiring them in the Relation, and compleated 
| 8 a 
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a Character in his earlieſt Youth, which is rarely 
to be expected but from gray Hairs. A Circum- | 
ſtance, that muſt perpetuate our Love to that Fa- 

mily, whoſe hereditary Valour is as formidable 
to the Enemies of our Peace, as the natural 
Equity and Mildneſs of its Government makes it, 
deſervedly, dear to the Friends of Liberty. Let his 
Enemies ſpeak the reſt of his Praiſe : who involunta- 
rily confeſs the Compleatneſs of his Victory, while 
they caſt the Imputation of Cruelty upon his pur- 
ſuing the Flight, which was but a juſt Regard to 
the Memory of the Dead, a neceſſary Security for 
the Tranquility of the Living. 

I ſhall now guard you againſt ſome Errors, 
which, I hope, will have no part in our Thankf- 
giving. 

1. Let us learn to diſtinguiſh, as much as we can, 
between our own Preſervation and the Deſtructian 
of our Enemies; and though we cannot ever be 
ſufficiently thankful for one, let us not ſhew an 
unmanly Triumph in rejoicing over the other. Re- 
venge is a Sign of a little Mind, and as unaccep- 
table to God, as unbecoming in Man. Let no 
Spirit of that fort be mix'd with our Thankſgiv- 
ing. The Slaughter of ſo many of our Fellow- 
creatures is only to be juſtify'd on the foot of Ne- 


ceſſity. They were lain, as Enemies; let them 
be remember'd, as Men, 


Would 
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Would to God our Safety had been conſiſtent 
with a bloodleſs Victory! But ſince the Magiſtrate 
beareth not the Sword in vain; ſince things were 
brought to that Criſis, that Deſtruction was inevi- 
table on one ſide, or the other: Let us bleſs God that 
we are preſerved. But, even while we are pleas'd 
with our own Succeſs, let us reſerve one Sentiment 
of Humanity for thoſe unhappy Wretches, whoſe 
Raſhneſs and Folly have involv'd them in irretriev- 
able Ruin. | 

I ſhall the leſs inſiſt upon this Caution; becauſe 
the decent Compaſſion which has appeared in the 
People for thoſe unhappy few who have already 
ſuffer'd in this Cauſe, though the Juſtice and Ne- 
ceſſity of their Suffering has been univerſally al- 
low'd, has ſhewa both the generous Diſpoſition to 
Forgiveneſs in our Nation, and the ſingular Cle- 
mency of that Reign, in which we have been fo 
entirely unacquainted with Acts of Blood, that we 
are even ſtartled at the Executions of thoſe who 
have dy'd for introducing them. 

2. But I ſhall warn you againſt another Error 
into which we are more likely to run, and which 
may be attended with worſe Effects. 

Since, by the good Providence of God, we are 
now entirely free from the Danger, let us not be 
weak enough to imagine that we never were. in 
any. Let us not now begin to fancy that it was 

"0 0 impoſſible 
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impoſſible for a few deſperate Ruffians to have 
eſſected our Deſtruction, while we confided in the 
Unanimity of the People, the Strength of the Ar- 
my, and the Conduct of the General. It will be 
but a bad Foundation for our Thankſgiving to 
God, to preſume that our Bleſſings might have been 
ſecured without him. 

The beſt Preſervative againſt ſuch a Preſump- 
tion, will be to conſider our Deliverance (for a 
while) as ſtill uncertain; to place ourſelves in the 
Situation we were in when our Fears were ſtrong- 
eſt, Not that the Reality of things can be al- 
ter'd by what we apprehend of them. But if thoſe 
Apprehenſions were not real, why are we now met 
here? If they were, let us hold them up in view 
till they have reflected a new Light upon the pre- 
ſent Proſpect, and convinc'd us, from the unplea- 
ſing Aſpect of that doubtful Scene, that it is both 
a neceſſary and a pleaſant thing to be thankful. 

3. We may pollibly miſtake, too, in the Man- 
ner of expreſſing our Thankfulneſs upon this great 
Occaſion. As the Subject of it is no leſs than 
the Prefervation of every thing that can be dear to 
us on Earth, and the Object no other than the All- 
powerful Governor of the Univerſe; our Rejoic- 
ing ſhould bear ſome Proportion to the Impor- 
tance of one, and to the Dignity of the other. I 
mean not, by this Obſervation, to exclude any juſt 

Expreſſions 
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Expreſſions of Gratitude to the glorious Inſtru- 
ment of our Victory. The ſacred Writings them- 
ſelves will be our Warrant for acknowledging at 
the ſame time, our Triumph to be owing, To the 
Jon of the Lord, and of Gideon. All that I intend 
That as we now commemorate a Day which 
ſe Lord hath undoubtedly made, we ought indil- 
putably 20 rejoice and ve glad in it; but let not 
that Gladneſs be ſhewn in a giddy round of Mirth 
and Wantonneſs, in ſucceſſive Scenes of Intempe- 
rance and Exceſs and Riot; but m a ſober and mo- 
deſt Complacency, in the Conſciouſneſs of having 
had God for our Protector; in contemplating hi 
adorable Power; in addreſſing our Thanks to him 
for his unmerited Goodneſs, and in ſupplicating the 
Continuance of his Protection to us. 

This is a Joy which will become us; in which 
the miniſtring Spirits will join with Rapture, and 
which will aſcend, as Incenſe, to the Throne of 
God. 

Let this be the principal Pleaſure of the Day. 
Let our Souls be fatisfy'd, as it were, with mar- 
row and fatneſs, while our mouths are praiſing God 
with joyful lips. 

4. Let not our Gratitude end with the Day : 
Let it live as long as we have Hearts to conceive, 
and Breath to expreſs it. Let it become a ſettled 
Principle of real and uniform Virtue in our Minds: 


which 
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which is the only Method of making this great 
Event a complete Bleſſing to us. God has put 
the Means of Happineſs in our Hands. The Ap- 
plication of them he leaves to ourſelves: We may 
puniſh ourſelves, irreparably, by the perverſe Uſe of 
his Mercies. The Deſign of all his Goodneſs to us. 
is to lead us to Repentance. If it does not produce 
that Effect, it is to be fear'd it will only ſerve to ag- 
gravate our Guilt, and to aſcertain our Puniſhment. 
We ought to be extremely careful that we do not, 
by our future ill Conduct, reduce ourſelves to ſuch 
Circumſtances as may make it reaſonable for us 
to wiſh we had never been deliver'd; as ma 
make it more elegible for us to have periſh'd by 
the Sword, than by protracting our Life in the 
habitual Abuſe of God's Favours; to become 
more deſerv'd and more ſignal Monuments of his 
Diſpleaſure. | | 
The Advantages we receive from Heaven, tho 
they are, undoubtedly, intended for the Encourage- 
ment of our Virtue and the Promotion of our 
Happineſs, may be converted into Bleſſings or 
Curſes, as we are pleas'd to uſe them. We can 
only make ourſelves really happy, by applying 
them to the Ends for which he gave them. 

If we are, indeed, willing to be bleſſed in the 
Preſervation of our Religion, that dear, that in- 
eſtimable Remain of Primitive Chriſtianity fo 

often 
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often try'd in the Fire, yet ſtill coming out more 
pure and perfect; ſo long inſulted and oppreſs d, 

yet ſtill riſing under the Weight of all its Op- 
preſſors; at laſt ſo powerfully protected, ſo im- 
moveably eſtabliſhed : Whoſe reaſonable Worſhip 
is equally remov'd from the oppoſite Extremes of 
_ Superſtition and Enthuſiaſm ; retaining the De- 
cency, without the Pomp, of one; preſervingtthe 
Simplicity, without the Negligence, of the other. 
It we do, indeed, eſteem our Church to be now 
any thing more than a Name; let us ſhew it, at 
leaſt, by not abſenting from the public Service 
it preſcribes. It matters little what Religion we 
profeſs, while we cannot perſuade ourſelves to 
practiſe any. 

Do we rejoice in that excellent Syſtem of Laws 
ſo bravely maintain'd by our Forefathers, and fo 
happily tranſmitted to us; ſecuring at the ſame 
time the Rights of the Sovereign, and the Liber- 
ties of the People? If we do, let us ſo uſe the 
one, as not to endanger the other: Let us not 
turn our Liberty into Licentiouſneſs, and make 
that boaſted Privilege the Source of our Mil- 
fortune. 

God has now ſav'd us from ourſelves 7 the 
only Power on Earth we have reaſon to fear) let 
us be guarded on that Side for the future; - and 
if we are truly ſenſible of the Greatneſs of our De- 

| liverance, 
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liverance, and willing to expreſs our Senſe of it, 

let us extirpate that Spirit of Diſcontent and Fac. 
tion from amongſt us, which has been the certain, 
I will not ſay the intended, Cauſe of all our 
Danger; and which brought our Troubles to ſuch 
a Head, as made it neceſſary to ſacrifice one Part 


of the Nation to the — almoſt to the Exif- 
n. of the other. 


